
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Heights Chamber Orchestra 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: "Old World Charm" - music from Bohemia to celebrate Mother's Day. 

Your Project Summary: HCO will play a concert in the Slavic Village area of Cleveland on Mother's Day.  

The backdrop, setting the scene, for this concert will be the proscenium curtain at the Bohemian National 

Hall, which depicts the Charles Bridge spanning the Vltava River, with the Old City of Prague in the 

background. The music will be well-known pieces by Czech composers Dvorak and Smetana, along with 

Symphony #38 "Prague" by Mozart and the Bartok Viola Concerto. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $3220 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Through this project HCO will make chamber music accessible to the public with a free 

performance that will welcome the community to celebrate Mother's Day in a creative way. It also makes 

performing chamber music a possibility for local music professionals. The organization is building upon its 

previous successes to present this concert at BNH, connecting the repertoire to the neighborhood's 

history. It would be beneficial to consider quantifiable ways to measure progress towards the project goal 

and to be mindful of the cost of the project in relation to the organization's total budget. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project meets the funding criteria. By providing a free public performance of 

orchestral music, this project has great public benefit. Qualified professional musicians have been 

engaged to collaborate with serious amateur musicians, giving this great artistic vibrancy. This company 

has been in operation for many years, and the application indicates there is organizational capacity to 

successfully complete this project. I do recommend being more specific with the goal, rather than using 

'full house' - it would be lovely to track anticipated attendance to plan for additional performances of the 

same program in the future, should demand dictate it. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Simple project idea building on momentum from previous concerts at this location. There is 

public benefit for the Shaker Hights community. I value the applicant's desire to respond to demand from 

their audience. Music director and music selections contribute to artistic and cultural vibrancy. 

Organizational capacity is limited but there seems to be a core of committed volunteers to sustain this. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project somewhat met the funding criteria. While it is clear that the organization 

understands its audience and community - it is unclear how this project is providing public benefit or why 

it is linked to Mother's Day. The progress measure does not align with the goal stated - it is unclear if they 

plan to capture audience data to assess new and return attendees. This can be challenging given their 

"free will" structure. The budget was clear and reasonable with sufficient detail to convey the 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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organization's ability to plan and execute a successful program. Perhaps they can better leverage the 

relationship with Sokol as they are clearly a primed partner. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria.  It demonstrates public benefit by explaining how 

this concert will appeal both to the BNH audience (where HCO performed this past February) as well as 

its traditional audience.  It does seem optimistic to project that this concert will attract twice as many 

concertgoers as typical performances (400 vs 150-200 usually).  But it's very helpful to have the historic 

and contextual information in the proposal which provides confidence that the plans are realistic thereby 

demonstrating organizational capacity.  The website indicates that music director Mark McCoy recently 

passed away, but presumably there is sufficient time before this Mother's Day concert to make alternative 

plans.  All of the artists seem qualified (albeit not obviously diverse), and a concert like this should 

contribute to lively/energetic neighborhoods which demonstrates artistic and cultural vibrancy. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the Heights Chamber Orchestra meets the funding criteria. The organization is seeking 

funding for their Mother's Day concert, "Old World Charm." This concert has the potential to really 

broaden the organization's definition of community and has many exciting cultural aspects. First, by 

holding the concert at Bohemian National Hall in the Slavic Village, the organization has an opportunity 

to attract neighborhood residents and promote Eastern European culture. The organization's regular 

audience will also have a chance to perhaps visit a new neighborhood (or one they don't go to often) and 

interact with a new community while enjoying the performance. The organization has built a strong 

relationship with a local organization, Sokol, to help promote the performance. The organization could 

choose a more measurable goal in the future and could talk more about how they accept feedback and 

use it to improve. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


